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The Compromised Placenta 

 

 

Content Outline 

 

1. Placenta Abruption 

 A. Pathophysiology 

  1. Chronic 

  2. Acute 

 B. Clinical presentation and diagnosis 

  1. Physical signs and symptoms 

  2. Ultrasound findings 

  3. Laboratory findings 

 C. Management 

  1. Blood component therapy 

  2. Delivery options 

  3. Complications 

 

2. Placenta Previa 

 A. Risk factors 

 B. Pathophysiology 

 C. Clinical findings and diagnosis 

 D. Management and delivery  

 

3. Placenta Accreta Spectrum 

 A. Risk factors 

 B. Pathophysiology 

 C. Clinical findings and diagnosis  

 D. Management and delivery  

 

4. Vasa Previa 

 A. Risk factors 

 B. Pathophysiology 

 C. Clinical findings and diagnosis 

 D. Management and delivery  

 

5. Other Placental Disorders 

 A. Risk factors 

 B. Pathophysiology  

 C. Clinical findings and diagnosis 

 D. Management and delivery  
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Objectives 

 

 

 Summarize the pathophysiology, 

epidemiology, diagnosis and 

management of near term and 

term placental abruption 

 

 Differentiate between acute and 

chronic placental abruption 

 

 Identify and describe common 

placental disorders including 

placenta previa, placenta 

accreta syndrome, single 

umbilical artery, subchorionic 

hemorrhage and vasa previa 
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Reading Material Resources 

 

 

Module WB2573: The Compromised Placenta is based on the 

resources listed below. A copy of each resource is included with the 

module. 

 Placental abruption at near-term and term gestations: Pathophysiology, 

epidemiology, diagnosis and management, Brandt, et al., American 

Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Elsevier, May 2023, S1313-S1329 

Placenta Disorders, Salzer, Elijah, Physician Assist Clin, Elsevier, 7 

(2022), 545-557 

 


