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1.5 Medical management 
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Reading Material Resources 

 

Module WB2654: Overview of Necrotizing Enterocolitis in 

Preterm Infants is based on the resource listed below. A copy of the 

resource is included with the module. 

Chapter 81, Necrotizing Enterocolitis, Weller J, Sampha ES, Gonzalez 

Salazar AJ, Hackam DJ in Maheshwari’s Principles of Neonatology, First 

Edition, (2024), Elsevier, 707-714.e3 
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Objectives 

 

 Recall the incidence and 

mortality risk for necrotizing 

enterocolitis (NEC) as a disease 

of preterm infants 

 List the common history and 

physical findings 

characteristically seen in infants 

presenting with necrotizing 

enterocolitis 

 Describe the five clinical 

presentations of NEC in infants 

and include the categorization of 

disease severity using Bell’s 

staging criteria 

 Summarize the diagnostic tools 

employed to identify NEC and 

discuss the two fundamental 

pillars of management that 

guide medical and/or surgical 

approaches to the care of the 

infant with NEC 

 Outline the potential 

postoperative and 

neurodevelopmental 

complications as well as the 

overall outcomes often 

associated with preterm infants 

experiencing necrotizing 

enterocolitis 


