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Induction of Labor 

 

 

Content Outline 

 

 

1. Induction of Labor Overview 

 A. Definition and epidemiology 

 B. Indications and contraindications 

 C. Prediction of induction success 

 

2. Cervical Ripening and Induction Methods 

 A. Pharmacologic methods (Prostaglandin E1, E2, and 

 oxytocin) 

 B. Mechanical methods (Foley catheter, hygroscopic dilators) 

 C. Combination methods for enhanced efficacy  

 D. Elective induction of labor 

 

3. Failed Induction of Labor 

 A. Definition and criteria for diagnosing failed induction 

 B. Recommended timeframes for oxytocin and membrane 

 rupture 

 

4. Alternative and Special Induction Scenarios 

 A. Medical/obstetric factors 

 B. Outpatient procedures  

 

  

 

 

 

Reading Material Resources  

 

Module WB2729: Induction of Labor is based on the resource listed 

below. A copy of the resource is included with the module. 

Chapter 14 Induction of Labor, Gabbe’s Obstetrics Normal and Problem 

Pregnancies, Landon, et al., Elsevier, 9th Edition, 2025, 277-289e4 
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Objectives 

 

 Understand the indications and 

contraindications for labor 

induction 

 

 Compare pharmacologic and 

mechanical methods of cervical 

ripening, including their benefits, 

risks, and appropriate clinical 

scenarios for use 

 

 Discuss alternate induction 

methods and their advantages 

and disadvantages 

 

 Review practice approaches in 

the case of a failed induction 


