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Protecting Your Nursing License 

 

 

Content Outline 

 

 

1. Purpose of Licensure 

 A. Protecting public health and safety  

 B. Oversight of competency, moral character, and 

 compliance 

 C. Licensure as a privilege, not a right 

 

2. Common Causes of Licensure Discipline 

 A. Unsafe practice and lack of competence 

 B. Impaired practice 

 C. Criminal convictions and out-of-state discipline 

 D. Failure to meet professional or administrative 

 requirements  

 

3. Disciplinary Process 

 A. Complaint initiation and investigation 

 B. Formal charges and administrative hearings 

 C. Potential penalties: warnings, probation, fines, 

 suspension, or revocation 

 

4. Collateral Consequences of Discipline 

 A. Reciprocal enforcement across jurisdictions  

 B. Exclusions from federal programs (Medical/Medicaid) 

 C. Impacts on specialty certifications, education, and 

 employment 

 D. Emotional and financial strain 

 

5. Protective Measures for Nurses 

 A. Importance of professional liability insurance  

 B. Staying informed about nursing laws and regulations 

 C. Maintaining continuing education and competency 

 D. Upholding professional boundaries and ethical conduct 
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Objectives 

 

 Explain why nursing licensure is 

required and how regulatory 

boards protect public health, 

safety, and welfare 

 Recognize grounds for 

disciplinary action, including 

unsafe practice, impaired 

practice, criminal convictions, 

and professional misconduct  

 Describe the steps involved in 

nursing board investigations, 

prosecution, and potential 

penalties 

 Discuss the implications of 

disciplinary actions such as 

reciprocal enforcement and 

other exclusions on specialty 

certifications, education and 

employment  

 Outline strategies for 

safeguarding a nursing license 
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Reading Material Resources  

 

Module WB2731: Protecting Your Nursing License is based on the 

resources listed below. A copy of each resource is included with the 

module. 

Professional Licensure: Protecting Your Nursing Livelihood Part 1 

Common misunderstanding about nursing regulation, American Journal of 

Nursing, Vol. 124, No. 9, September 2024, 59-61 

Professional Licensure: Protecting Your Nursing Livelihood Part 2 

Frequent causes of licensure discipline and potential penalties, American 

Journal of Nursing, Vol. 125, No. 2, February 2025, 49-51 

Professional Licensure: Protecting Your Nursing Livelihood Part 3 

Consequences and prevention of disciplinary action, American Journal of 

Nursing, Vol. 125, No. 6, June 2025, 59-61 


